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Summer has turned to autumn. We’ve turned the clock back. Days are shorter, but we seem to have more and more to fill the days with.  It’s also the beginning of a season of many holidays for some, but certainly not for all.  As we learn to respect the culture of families we need to pay attention to how we celebrate with young children.

“NAEYC believes that decisions about what holidays to celebrate are best made together by teachers, parents, and children. Families and staff are more comfortable when both have expressed their views and understand how a decision has been reached. The important thing for all to remember is that when planning holiday activities, the rules of good practice continue to apply: Are the activities meaningful to the children? Are their needs and interests being met? Is the activity a valuable use of children's time?”
	Standard 1: NAEYC Accreditation 
Criteria for Relationships
1.A.02. Teachers gain information about the ways families define their own race, religion, home language, culture and family structure.

 Standard  2 NAEYC Accreditation

Standard for Curriculum

2.A.04  The curriculum can be implemented in a manner that reflects responsiveness to family home values, beliefs, experiences and languages.  Toddler, Preschool and Kindergarten 
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2.L.03  Children are provided varied learning opportunities and materials to build their understanding of diversity in culture, family structure, ability, language, age, and gender in non-stereotypical ways.

	
	HACCC Library Highlights

Roots & Wings 
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 by Stacey York.
	Affirming Culture In Early Childhood Programs          “Give children the support of being rooted in their culture and the strength to soar beyond prejudice and discrimination; give them roots and wings.”  This book supports implementing multicultural education, contains over 60 activities that shape respectful attitudes toward cultural differences, and offers ideas for integrating cultural awareness into all aspects of your program.
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	Holidays:  Celebrating Diversity and Meeting Children’s Developmental Needs
By Peggy Riehl, M.Ed

“Holidays are a way to learn about “different” people.  Imagine what visitors from Mars would think about us if they only saw how we act and dress on October 31.”  

	Celebrate! An Anti-Bias Guide to Enjoying the Holidays in Early Childhood Programs, by Julie Bisson,
This book is a useful tool for enjoying holidays in respectful, anti-bias ways.    This guide invites meaningful participation from parents and teachers and addresses stereotypes and commercialism.
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	Contact Us  … with comments or questions.
Good things happen when we work together!
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