The Creative Curriculum® Training Options


	Preschool 

	Topic
	Description
	Hours

	Overview
Theory & Research 

	· Introduction of tools

· Describe the components of the Creative Curriculum® 
· Examine Fundamental Beliefs

· Theory and Research that provides the foundation for understanding the best approaches for designing a preschool program
	2

	How Children Develop and Learn  
	· Applying Knowledge of Child Development to your Classroom

· Guiding learning depends on knowing the children in your classroom 

· Understanding development occurs on a continuum 
· Why and how to observe

· How observation informs curriculum planning
	2

	The Learning Environment  
	· Learn how to set up an effective learning environment

· Select materials that support the goals and objectives of The Creative Curriculum®

· Structure the day based on needs of the children 
· Use the Implementation Checklist to evaluate the classroom environment
	2-4

	Observation and Assessment  
	· The Developmental Continuum is the tool for observing and responding to children.

· Understand the different applications of the paper-based Creative Curriculum Developmental Continuum Assessment Toolkit for Ages 3-5 and the computer-based assessment and reporting tools offered by Teaching Strategies. 

· This training outlines the process of ongoing assessment, including collecting and analyzing facts, and evaluating children’s progress.  It also explains how to plan for each child and the group based on what you learn.  Includes observation planning forms, assessment forms, parent report forms.
	4  Introductory
4+ Advanced

	The Teacher’s Role: Planning for Individual Children & Group  
	Effective teachers use a wide range of teaching strategies based on the needs of the children. Participants will learn to: use The Creative Curriculum® Developmental Continuum for Ages 3-5 to follow the developmental steps 3- to 5-year-olds take as they progress toward each curriculum objective; set up meaningful and practical systems for observing children and documenting progress; integrate literacy, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, and technology throughout all of the interest areas in The Creative Curriculum® preschool classroom; plan for individual children, small groups, and the whole class by using information from the Developmental Continuum for Ages 3-5.
	2

	Implementation Checklist   
	The Creative Curriculum®® for Preschool Implementation Checklist is designed to assess how well the The Creative Curriculum® is being implemented as intended.  The Implementation Checklist is a tool designed for various uses by teachers, administrators/supervisors, and trainers.
	2 + 


	Linking The Creative Curriculum® to the CT State Curriculum Framework  
	The Creative Curriculum® is a comprehensive curriculum that guides teachers in designing a preschool program in which children learn important skills and content, and develop social competence.  The CT Preschool Curriculum Framework lists standards, curricular goals and benchmarks that inform our planning and enrich our curriculum, outlining what we are responsible for teaching; it is not a curriculum.  
This training shows teachers and administrators how to link The Creative Curriculum® to the CT Preschool Curriculum Framework through use of tools such as the Alignment Chart created by Teaching Strategies and Performance Indicator Labels with Creative Curriculum Objectives.
	2

	Arts & Technology  
	This session discusses how the standards in arts and technology apply to preschool.  Technology-the study of tools, machines, materials, techniques is learned by children by exploring how things work.  

You will learn how to connect content in arts and technology, teaching and learning, by addressing the content throughout the day and making it an appropriate part of the preschool classroom.
	2

	Science and Studies  
	The content of science in The Creative Curriculum® is geared to children’s interest in the world around them. Preschool children learn science by exploring that world. When you provide an environment with many varied materials, they try out things to see how they work, they experiment, they manipulate, they are curious and they ask questions.

Social studies is the study of people. This training helps The Creative Curriculum® teacher focus social studies instruction on the world of the children in their class – where they live and what they see around them. Studies is a step-by-step approach to project-based investigations in science and social studies. This training shows teachers how to develop studies about real-life topics that children want to explore, how to incorporate content skills and knowledge, organize and plan the environment and facilitate investigations that will spark children’s curiosity.
	4   Introductory

12 Advanced

	Literacy, The Creative Curriculum® Approach  
	Literacy: The Creative Curriculum® Approach is designed for programs using The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool, but the content is applicable to all teachers working with preschool children.  The purpose of this training is to empower teachers to use the latest research-based strategies so that they intentionally teach children critically important skills and incorporate language and literacy learning in their everyday work with children.
	4   Introductory

12 Advanced

	Mathematics, The Creative Curriculum® Approach  
	Mathematics: The Creative Curriculum® Approach shows teachers how to incorporate mathematical materials into interest areas and gives examples of how to encourage critical thinking skills and scaffold children’s learning.  This training includes detailed mathematics content and process skills for preschool programs and offers explicit guidance about how to teach these skills effectively.
	4   Introductory

12 Advanced

	The Coach’s Guide to The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool 

 
	Research confirms that ongoing professional development is key to implementing a high-quality curriculum. This training uses the Coaching Guide, a powerful new tool that shows coaches how to individualize their support of teachers as they implement The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool. 

* Strategies for individualizing your approach with teachers at three levels of curriculum implementation: beginning, implementing, and refining 
* Support for strengthening teacher-child interactions
* Techniques for helping teachers gain deeper knowledge and skills as they teach content
* Step-by-step guidance for helping teachers guide studies
* Solutions for challenging coaching situations
	12

	Study Groups  
	Model for and train site personnel to provide ongoing, in-depth training, reflection and examination of good curriculum implementation.    
	1-2

	Technical Assistance
	Onsite coaching and technical assistance for curriculum implementation.
	Minimum 1.5

	Creative

Curriculum.net for Preschool 
	CreativeCurriculum.net is an easy-to-use, all-in-one system that combines the comprehensive assessment tools of The Creative Curriculum Developmental Continuum Assessment Toolkit for Ages 3-5with time-saving communication features only available in the online system.  

CreativeCurriculum.net can easily organize information in new ways not possible by hand. Once data is entered, the system can instantly generate hundreds of customized reports for all stakeholders-- families, teachers, administrators, and state and federal officials.
	2 - Overview

2 – Reporting
2 – Data input

	Customization
	Any development of current modules to meet individual program needs
	


	
	Infants, Toddlers & Twos
	

	Topic
	Description
	Hours

	Overview; Theory & Research; Knowing Infants, Toddlers, and Twos


	This module explains the first component of The Creative Curriculum for Infants, Toddlers & Twos.  Curriculum begins with knowing children.  The three primary components of this session are:

1. What infants, toddlers and twos are like; Four areas of child development are discussed in this component; social/emotional, physical, cognitive, and language.

2.  Individual differences; This component discusses the ways in which temperament, life circumstances, dual language learning, and disabilities might affect the development of individual children.

3. Goals and objectives; This component uses the Developmental Continuum, a tool that describes children’s development and that guides teachers’ observation, assessment of children’s progress, and program planning.


	2

	Creating a Responsive Environment
	This module discusses the environment in which you care for children and welcome families.  It includes two components:

1. Setting up the physical environment; This component explains how to arrange a welcoming place for children and families, and a pleasant, efficient place in which to work. It describes ways to create places for routines and experiences, discusses the design of spaces for each age group, and offers guidelines for selecting and displaying materials.

2. Creating a structure for each day; This component explains daily and weekly planning, individualizing the schedule for infants, and creating a schedule for toddlers and twos.  Transitions and responsive planning are also included.
	2

	What Children Are Learning


	This module describes what infants, toddlers and twos are learning and consists of four components:

1. The Foundation for All Learning; discusses the social/emotional characteristics and attitudes that influence the way children learn.

2. Building Language and Literacy Skills; describes how children acquire skills to communicate, learn to hear and produce the sounds of language, engage with books and stories, and explore writing.

3. Discovering Mathematical Relationships; discusses children’s emerging understandings about number concepts, patterns, geometry and space.  It also explains how children gain some understandings about the world by sorting and classifying.

4. Exploring Like Scientists describes what young children are learning about the physical world of objects, the natural world of animals and plants, and what people do.
	2

	Caring and Teaching


	This module examines the many different aspects of the teacher’s role:

1. Building Relationships; explains how to use your knowledge of child development and individual children’s strengths and needs to build trusting, responsive relationships with and among children.

2. Promoting Children’s Self-Regulation; suggests ways to help young children express their feelings and regulate their behavior in acceptable and appropriate ways.  

3. Responding to Challenging Behaviors; offers strategies to manage children’s inevitable challenging behaviors.

4. Guiding Children’s Learning; explains why everyday routines and experiences are important parts of your work.

5. Assessing Children’s Development and Learning; describes how assessment is an ongoing process in which information is collected in order to make decisions.
	2

	Observation and Assessment
	Interactions with other people help children learn about themselves, about relating to others, and about the work.  Building trusting, responsive relationships with children is therefore the most important part of your work.  To be responsive, you have to know each child well.  Observation is the key to knowing a child.  

This module explains how assessment and curriculum are linked, and you will learn to;

1. take objective observations; what to include, what not to include

2. design a system to store observation notes

3. analyze your observations

4. evaluate a child’s progress based on your observations

5. plan for a child based on your evaluation
	4

	The Developmental Continuum


	As a teacher, you want to know if every child is developing and learning as expected in all four areas of child development.  In this session, you will learn about The Creative Curriculum Developmental Continuum, a tool for determining where each child is developmentally, for tracking each child’s progress, and for planning learning experiences.
	2

	Building partnerships with Families


	This module offers practical ideas for working with families to develop partnerships based on trust and mutual respect.  It discusses; 

1. special concerns of families with children under age 3

2. getting to know families

3. welcoming families to your program

4. communicating with families

5. involving families in the program

6. responding to challenging situations.
	 
2

	Routines and Experiences:

	In this module you will cover many topics that help support the understanding that daily routines are one of the most important ways to put research and theory into practice, through Enjoying Books & Stories, Music & Movement, Art Expressions,
and Sand & Water.  Children whose basic needs have been met consistently and who have secure attachments become eager learners.  You will learn about;

1. Supporting Development and Learning

2. Creating an Environment for daily routines and experiences

3. Caring and Teaching

4. Sharing Thoughts about daily routines and experiences
	4

	Study Groups  
	Model for and train site personnel to provide ongoing, in-depth training, reflection and examination of good curriculum implementation.    
	1-2

	Technical Assistance
	Onsite coaching and technical assistance for curriculum implementation.
	Minimum 1.5

	Creative

Curriculum.net for Infants, Toddlers & Twos 
	CreativeCurriculum.net is an easy-to-use, all-in-one system that combines the comprehensive assessment tools of  The Creative Curriculum Developmental Continuum Assessment Toolkit for Infants, Toddlers, & Twos with time-saving communication features only available in the online system.  

CreativeCurriculum.net can easily organize information in new ways not possible by hand. Once data is entered, the system can instantly generate hundreds of customized reports for all stakeholders-- families, teachers, administrators, and state and federal officials.
	2 - Overview

2 – Reporting

2 – Data input

	Customization
	Any development of current modules to meet individual program needs
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